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Brigadier Kieran Sheldon RA

Welcome to the 50th annual Army Golf Association’s (AGA) Open
Strokeplay Championship.

On behalf of Army Golf, the competitors, and the organisers, | would
especially like to thank the Committee and all members and staff of the
club for accommodating us here this week. Your support to Army Golf
and to serving personnel goes way beyond what we could ever repay.
We are deeply grateful.

| would also like to express sincere thanks to our sponsors. Without
your generous support this event simply could not occur. | also offer
special thanks to Army Sport for their continued support..

| wish you all the very best of luck and | look forward to great golf and great competition.

Kierawn Sheldon



Tournament Format and Programme

Format

The field for the AGA Open Strokeplay Championship comprises 72 players, who each play 36 holes
medal scratch Strokeplay. There will be a cut after 36 holes with the 27 lowest scoring players plus ties
qualifying for the final 36 holes. The remainder of the field will play in a subsidiary 36-hole Stableford
handicap competition. This is a mixed gender event with Men playing from the WHITE tees and Women
from the RED tees.

Competitions

The main event is the Scratch Championship played over 72 holes for the William and Glyn’s Salver and
the winner will be the 2026 Army Strokeplay Champion (must be serving or have served in the Army);
the runner-up receives the O’Regan Plate. Associate members who have not served and win the scratch
event will win the Open Championship Salver. There are prizes for first to fifth places. In addition, there
is the Aden Cup for the best handicap score over 72 holes with first and second prizes and the Chris
Carveth Salver is awarded for the best Senior (over 45) scratch score over 72 holes. Non-qualifiers will
play in a subsidiary 36-hole handicap Stableford competition, with prizes for the top three scores. The
winner receives the Ken Smith Memorial Trophy. No competitor may win more than one prize.

Ties

Ties in the main event after 72 holes will be decided by a 4-hole play-off over holes 1, 2, 17 and 18 as
decided by the Championship Committee and the winner will be the player with the lowest score. Should
the scores still be level, then there will be a sudden-death play-off commencing on the 15t hole and then
in the order 2, 17 and 18 etc until there is a clear winner. The Tournament Director will referee any play-
off. Ties in the other competitions will be decided on the usual scorecard count-back system.

Programme

Fri 8 May 26 Entry Forms closing date (by 1230hrs).

Mon 18 May 26 Practice Round in fourballs from 1300hrs 1% tee (white/red tees).
Tue 19 May 26 First and Second Rounds from the 15t and 10" tees (white/red tees).

Wed 20 May 26 Third and Fourth Rounds (Qualifiers) from the 1% tee (white/red tees) and First and
Second Rounds of the Stableford Competition from the 10™ tee (yellow/red tees).

The Speed of Play

Rounds should not take more than 4%4 hours. All competitors are to keep up with the game in front and
should call through the next game when a ball is lost. If in doubt, always play a provisional ball. Officials
will be out on the course monitoring the speed of play.

Catering
A rolling lunch will be provided from 1200hrs on Tue 19 and Wed 20 May 26. Golfing attire, less golf
shoes, may be worn in the Clubhouse.

Championship Committee
The Championship Committee comprises the following:

° AGA Chair - Brig Kieran Sheldon

o AGA Vice Chair - Lt Col (Retd) Bob Gamble OBE
. Tournament Director - Capt David Thomas

o Tournament Secretary - Lt Col (Retd) Steve Davis

o Tournament Official - Miss Diane Walters

o Tournament Official - Mr Chris Bartley

. Tournament Admin - Mrs Jana Daniell

Queries and Disputes
Any disputes or queries regarding the Competition are to be referred immediately to the Championship
Committee. The Championship Committee’s decisions will be final.



Previous Winners

Williams & Glynns Salver Aden Cup Venue
1975 Major JN Fleming RA Capt H Meekings R Signals Little Aston
1976 LCpl WIM Gray RAOC Capt BM Osborne BW Little Aston
1977  LCpl WIM Gray RAOC SSgt J Greaves RAMC Little Aston
1978 Sgt CS Carveth R Signals Maj CBQ Wallace RGJ Little Aston
1979 LCpl WIM Gray RAOC LCpl WIM Gray RAOC Little Aston
1980 Cpl WIM Gray RAOC Brig JG Thornton Little Aston
1981 Cpl WIM Gray RAOC SSgt C Carveth R Signals Little Aston
1982 SSgt CS Carveth R Signals  SSgt C Carveth R Signals Little Aston
1983 Cpl WIM Gray RAOC Cpl WIM Gray RAOC Little Aston
1984 LCpl B Manners Queens Mr JC Bowen Little Aston
1985 Gdsm T Wilson 1 SG Gdsm Wilson 1 SG Little Aston
1986 Cpl DRG Spiller REME Cpl IB Manners Queens Little Aston
1987 SSgt WIM Gray RAOC Capt R Crook REME Little Aston
1988 SSgt WIM Gray RAOC Maj L Yates Royal Signals Little Aston
1989 Cpl SA Scott REME Mr R Ewington Little Aston
1990 Cpl RW Smart AAC WO2 DR Cromie 3 UDR Little Aston
1991 Cpl RW Smart AAC WO2 J Chilvers RA Little Aston
1992 Cpl JR Maguire REME Maj R Crook REME Little Aston
1993 Sgt RW Smart AAC SSgt | Shaw REME Little Aston
1994  Cpl D Sanby AGC (SPS) WO2 DR Cromie 8 R IRISH Little Aston
1995 Sgt JR Maguire AGC (SPS) SSgt RW Smart AAC Little Aston
1996 LCpl J Taylor RE Mr JC Bowen Little Aston
1997 Cpl J Taylor RE Cpl B Loome RE Little Aston
1998 Sgt SR Stevenson RLC LCOH G Wheeler RHG/D Little Aston
1999 Cpl J Taylor RE LCpl D Lambourn RLC Little Aston
2000 Capt RW Smart AAC Capt RW Smart AAC Little Aston
2001  Mr JR Maguire Maj ID Thomson AGC (SPS)  Little Aston
2002 Maj MG Snape REME LCpl B Churchill RE Little Aston
2003 Cpl B Churchill RE Mr DR Cromie Little Aston
2004 Cpl B Churchill RE WO1 RC Flett RLC Little Aston
2005 Cpl B Churchill RE Cpl B Churchill RE Little Aston
2006 Capt RW Smart AAC Capt RW Smart AAC Little Aston
2007  Cpl B Churchill RE Mr | Stallard Royal Liverpool
2008 WO1 S Stevenson RLC Mr M Dale West Lancs
2009 Maj RW Smart AAC Pte D Geoghegan MERCIAN Little Aston
2010 Capt AK Paterson RLC Capt AK Paterson RLC Frilford Heath
2011 Mr S Robertshawe WO1 J Chilvers RA Royal Liverpool
2012  Maj MP Burgess QRH LCpl J Frost RAMC Little Aston
2013  Cpl B Churchill RE Mr D Holyoak Frilford Heath
2014  Cpl B Churchill RE Maj AK Paterson RLC Frilford Heath
2015 Sgt C Bradley AGC (RMP) Cpl D Geoghegan MERCIAN  Frilford Heath
2016  Cfn A Watkins REME SSgt A Hayward RHA Notts
2017  Sgt C Bradley AGC (RMP) Gdsm J Slater Coldm Gds Little Aston
2018  Cpl B Churchill RE LCpl D Farrimond RE Frilford Heath
2019  Fus L Phillips Mr D Holyoak The Nottinghamshire
2020 NO COMPETITION - COVID 19
2021 NO COMPETITION - COVID 19
2022  Maj J Musgrove RA Maj J Musgrove RA Little Aston
2023 Spr G Torrie RE LCpl A Matthews RE Belton Park
2024  Capt N Williams Inf LCpl N Sutton AGC(SPS) Belton Park
2025 Lt Adam Stone RE Mr Ben Churchill Liphook

Notes. The Championship was held at Little Aston Golf Club (LAGC) from 1975 until 2006. When the
Army Matchplay and Inter Corps Championships moved to its permanent venue at Saunton Golf Club in
early July 2007, the AGA Committee decided that the Strokeplay Championship would ideally move to a
different venue annually.



Welcome to Little Aston Golf Club

Address

Telephone

Website

Email

Club Manager
Course Manager
Clubhouse Manager

Golf & Retail Manager

Little Aston Golf Club
Roman Road
Streetly

Sutton Coldfield

B74 3AN

01213 532 942

https://www.littleastongolf.co.uk/

manager@littleastongolf.co.uk

lain Burns
Dave Gibbons
Fay Price

Anthony Jones

The Course
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The highest ranked Parkland Course and number

34 overall in the 2019 Top 100 England Courses by
Golf World, Little Aston GC extends a warm
welcome to local, national and international visitors.

Situated in the heart of England close to all major
transport networks, Little Aston is easily accessible
from all corners of the UK and is a great challenge
to all levels of golfer.

Little Aston Golf Club is a traditional and private golf
club with high standards both on the course and in
the clubhouse, and seasoned golfers will truly enjoy
the complete golf experience that it offers.

Little Aston is predominantly a Parkland course set
in the mature former estate of Little Aston Hall and
has a beauty all of its own. In recent years the
course has been lengthened and certain holes have
been modified partly to offset the march of modern
technology. An array of new tees has boosted the
yardage and in a number of cases the angles into
the greens have altered too, adding more strategy to
an already strategic test. From the men's back tees
the course now measures 6,813 yards with a
challenging par of 72 and Standard Scratch of 74.


https://www.littleastongolf.co.uk/
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Specific Rules of the Championship

Safety on the Golf Course & Suspension of Play

The suspension of play by the AGA Championship Committee for a dangerous situation (lightning,
serious rainfall etc) will be signalled by a prolonged blast on a klaxon. On hearing the klaxon, players
are to discontinue play immediately and are not to resume play thereafter until the Committee has
ordered a resumption of play. Players are to mark their ball in the normal manner at the exact spot on
the course when the klaxon was sounded. Players should take shelter in the accordance with the rules of
The Nottinghamshire Golf and Country Club, which will be provided separately.

The resumption of play will be signalled by 2 blasts on a klaxon. Competitors, whether on the course or
in the Clubhouse, will be informed by the AGA Championship Committee that play will be resumed
shortly. Competitors will be given sufficient time from this notification to the 2 blasts of the klaxon to
reach the point on the golf course where they finished and where they are to resume their play.
Competitors are not to resume play until 2 blasts on the klaxon have been blown

Failure to comply with Rule 5.7b (Procedure when play suspended by the Committee) will lead to
Disqualification and the penalty for breach of Rule 5.7c (Procedure when play resumed) will be a
two-shot penalty.

Should play be suspended by the AGA Championship Committee for a dangerous situation, then players
are to adhere to the following:

PLEASE stand away from your golf clubs and trolley.

DO NOT put up your umbrella.

DO NOT stand under any overhead power line.

DO NOT shelter under trees or on any high ground.

DO NOT exit the course by walking under trees if at all possible.

Keep as low as possible and, if necessary, crouch down in the nearest bunker or lowest point of the
golf course.

« DO NOT use your mobile phone and ensure it is switched off.

Transportation

Players must not ride on any form of transportation during a stipulated round of the AGA Open
Strokeplay Championship. There are no exceptions to this rule as directed by the AGA General
Committee in Oct 16, unless an individual is specifically directed to use a buggy by the AGA
Championships Committee or a designated Referee.



The Army Golf Association

Your AGA Committee for 2026 is as follows:

Post

President

Vice President

Vice President

Hon Life President

Chair

Vice Chair

Tournament Director

Men’s Captain

Men’s Vice Captain

Men’s Team Manager

Men’s Development Officer
Women’s Captain

Women'’s Vice Captain
Women’s Team Manager
Women’s Assistant Team Manager
Women’s Development Officer
Women’s Assistant Development Officer
Secretary

Assistant Secretary

Admin Officer

Address:

Army Golf Association
Army Sport
Mackenzie Building
Fox Lines

Queens Avenue
Aldershot

Hants

GU11 2LB

Incumbent

Maj Gen Chris King CBE
Maj Gen Mark Pullan CBE
Maj Gen Matthew Cansdale CBE
Field Marshal The Lord Nick Houghton GCB CBE DL
Brig K Sheldon RA

Lt Col (Retd) R Gamble OBE
Capt D Thomas Int Corps
Capt S Dickinson Inf

WO2 K Roberts RA

SSgt C Kelly RAC

Capt J Aird RLC

WO2 M van Zyl RAMS

Cpl N Sutton AGC(SPS)

Lt Col (Retd) S Day

Sgt C Ham AGC(SPS)

WO1 M Priston AGC(SPS)
Sgt K Kennedy RE

Lt Col (Retd) SAJ Davis
Miss DM Walters

Ms J Daniell

Office Telephone: 94222 7078 or 01252 787078 (manned Mon & Tue only)

Emails: s.davis@britisharmysport.com, dwalters@britisharmysport.com or

jdaniell@britisharmysport.com

Website: www.armygolf.co.uk

Future 2026 AGA Events for your calendar:

Dates Event Location

18 — 20 May 26 Strokeplay Championship Little Aston GC

27 May 26 High Handicap Championship Test Valley GC
1-4Jun 26 Inter Service Dev Championships Thonock Park GC
9—-11 Jun 26 Inter Unit Championship Catterick GC

5-10 Jul 26 Matchplay & Inter Corps Championships Saunton GC

3 -5 Aug 26 Stableford Championship Whittington Heath GC
1-2Sep 26 Inter Regional Championship Worksop GC

21 —24 Sep 26 Inter Service Championships (RAF lead) Moortown GC

1 Oct 26 AGA End of Season Event Whittington Heath GC
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